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WindowsLargeamounts of

glazinghelpbringnatural
lightintotheroom

IMASIAND

Tasklighting
A

minimalistdesklamp
createsa clutterfree
appearance

is estimatedthat5.5millionpeople
in theUKusetheirhomeastheir
primaryplace of

work .Thereare a host
of

reasons whytheoption is
sopopular

nocommute
,

moretimespentwiththe
familyandflexiblehours

,

to
namebuta few.

Tocreateanefficientworking
environmentyou' ll need to putsome
spaceaside in theplanningstages of your
home

,

a
kitchentablesimplywon' t cut it.

Sowhatdoyouneed to
consider to get

therightlook?

Thebasics
Thefirstphase is decidingwhatyouneed

yourhomeofficefor
.
Thetype of workspace

youchoosewilldependentirelyonwhatyou
dofor a living .

" Someone whoworks in
sales

mayjustneed a phone , computerand a

quietareashutawayfrom therest of
the

house . Ontheotherhand
,

anartist or

seamstress
, mayneedplenty of space to

storelots of equipment aswellasrequiring
a vastamount of naturallight ,

"

saysHugo
Tugman of

ArchitectYourHome.

Overhead lighting It' s important to

provideartificiallighting at height in case
youwork at night or youdon' t

havethe
benefit of naturallightingduringtheday
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Whatever thenature of yourwork
, you' re

going to
needvariousbits of equipmentand

furniture .Soaskyourselfwhattheessentials
are .

" Forexample ,

doyouneedlots
of

storage?Willyoubeusing a computerand
printer?Doyouneed

a desk?Willyoubeon
thephone a lot?Onceyou' vegotyourkitlist
sorted

, youcanthenworkouthowbest to

shapeyouroffice
,

"

saysHugo.

Location
Next

,youneed to decideonthebestplace
to

locateyourhomeoffice
to

fit in withyour
requirements ,

above.
Popularofficespacesincludeliveable

loftsandbasementconversions . But if you
can' t

allocate a separate area
,

or don' t have
thebudgetforanystructural changes , you' ll

need to makethemost of theroomyou
alreadyhave . A sparebedroom

or

underused space in yourdiningroom or living
roomcouldwork

,

ascould a cupboard
beneaththestairs .

"I
oncehad a clientwho

turnedanalcove in
thelivingroomintoher

office
,

witha slidingdoorthatwouldclose

1'
44 : 11. 11111

Fitted furnitureOne of the
benefits of

fittedhomeoffice
furniture is thatyoucanmaximise
theuse of thespaceavailable

INS
ColourschemePicking

1 accentcolours
,

suchas
blackandgreen ,

has
helped to createboth a

unifiedandorganised
workingenvironment

1011

Tomakeyourhomeoffice a
success

, youneed to
consideryourdesigncarefully - from

lightingandfurniture to
where to

locateyourworkingspace , saysSophieHoyland

upthespace at theend of theworkingday
whenherfamilyarrivedhome

,

" saysHugo.
If youhaveyoungchildren or work

irregularhoursandneed to besituatedaway
fromthedailyhustleandbustle of your
house

,

a gardenofficemaybeideal .
These

secludedspacescanprovidepeaceand
quiet ,

canbewell-insulated
,

fittedwith
heating ,electricity andtelephone
connections andoftenprovidelots

of

naturallight -
a

bonusforartists.

Theergonomics
Tousethespaceefficiently , youdoneed to

takesomecarechoosingtherightlayout
foryourfurnitureandequipment.

" Look at
howyoumovearoundduringan

averageworkingdayto
findoutwhereis

best to putallyourequipment ,

" saysHugo.
Whateveryoudomostoftenwilldictate
whatyouwant to

haveeasilyonhand.
" Forexample ,

if you' re always looking at

booksandfileswhilesitting at yourdesk
,

you' ll wantthemstoredaway in
a position

that' s easy to reach at seatlevel
,

"

saysHugo.
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So
a deskwithstorageunderneathmay

workbest
,

or alternativelyshelvingon
thewallabove.

Youshouldalsolook at howyoucan
streamlineyourworkingarea .

" Check to

see if there
is anythingyoucanchange in

yourdailypattern to makethespacemore
ergonomicallyefficient

,

suchasdigitalising
yourpaperwork ,

"

saysHugo.

Lighting
It' s byfarbetter to maximisenaturallight
ratherthanrelyonartificial lighting .

If you' re

selfbuilding ,

ratherthanrenovating , you' re

at anadvantageasyoucanincludelots of

glazing in yourhousedesign . Forcorridors
andbasementswhereinstallation of

traditionalwindows is notpossibleconsider
clevertricks

,
suchastunnellighting . A tube

fittedwithreflectivematerial to channel
daylightinsideyourhome.

However
,

if you' re simplyconvertingan
existingspace ,

artificial lightingmaybe
youronlyoption .

" Makesureyou' re aware
of over-lighting , though . Youdon' t want a

glarefromyourcomputerscreen to result
in eyesightproblems in thefuture

,

" says
Hugo . Combineanoverheadgeneral
lightingschemewith a tasklight ,

such
as

a desklamp or standinglamp ,

for
close-upillumination.

Planningpermission
Youdonotnecessarilyneedplanning
permission to

workfromhome . However
,

thekeytest
is whethertheoverallcharacter

of thedwellingwillchangeas
a result of the

business . If yourhome
is nolongermainly

usedas a privateresidence
,
there is a

markedrise
in clienttraffic

, yourbusiness
involvesactivitiesunusual in a residential
area or yourtype of workwilldisturbyour
neighbours at unreasonablehours or create
otherforms

of nuisance
, you' re likely to need

consent to changetheuse of thedwelling.
If youare

in anydoubt
,

talk
to yourlocal

councilandapplyfor a Certificate of Lawful
Usefortheproposedactivity ,

to confirm it
is

not
a change of

use . Makesureyoucheck
withyourlocalcouncilbeforeerecting a

gardenoffice
,

too . Althoughoutbuildings
areconsidered

to
bepermitted

development
,

howoftenyouuse it andfor
whatpurposewilldetermine whetheryou
needconsent . Visitwww.planningportal.gov.
ukformoredetails .
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Contacts
ArchitectYourHome08008498505
architect-yourhome.com

Argos08456402020www.argos.co.uk

Dwell08456759090www.dwell.co.uk

GardenTrading08456084448
www.gardentrading.co.uk

Habitat08444994686www.habitat.co.uk

Ikea08453551144www.ikea.com

Next08448448000www.next.co.uk

NevilleJohnson01618738333
www.nevillejohnson.co.uk

TheHoldingCompany02084452888
www.theholdingcompany.co.uk
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