
Clearingawayclutterintostreamlined

storagewillhelpyoumakethemost
of

yoursquaremetreage . Readonfor
adviceonhow to build it in and
fortipsoneasyupdatesMuirSarahBaldwin

From

deadbatteriesandout-of-datecurrency to

obsoletemobilephonechargersanduselesscracker

presents ,

weBritsare a nation of hoarders
(

if you
haven' t

seencomicMichaelMcintyre' s sketch
aboutthemandrawer

,

check it outnowonYouTube
).

Butwhether it' s
a caseof hangingon to yourhoardings ,

or simplyhaving roomforallyourfamily' s
necessities

,

well-plannedstorage is thekey to a fuss-free
, organised

existence regardless of whether you' re building a new
home or are in thedon't-move-improve camp.

Thekey is notjust to thinkaboutwhatyouownright
now

,

butalso to considerwhatyoumayaccrue in
the

future . Willyoubeworking at home?Willyouneed
extraspaceforgrowingkids?Thesefactorsneed to

be
taken intoconsideration whenworkingoutyourneeds.

Readonforsometricks to maximisestorage in thedesign
phaseandforcleverways to gainextraspaceonce in situ .
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BUILD IT

rhere

arecountlessnooksandcrannies
in yourhome

thatcanbeusedforstoragewith
a

littlecreative

thinking .
So

,

decidewhatyouwant to storeand
where youonlyneedeasyaccess to thethingsyou

useregularly . Hireanarchitect if you' re unsure
,

who' ll suggest
cleversolutions . ArchitectYourHome

(

08008498505
;

architect-yourhome.com )

offersfixed-feedesignvisitsandcan

becommissionedona pay-as-you-go basis.

THESTAIRS
Anobviousplace to build in storage is aroundyourstaircase.

Consider making thestructureitself intoopen or
closedstorage.

MarkDysonfromEnclosureArchitects
(

02084691969
;

enclosure.org.uk )

recommends fittingdrawersbeneaththe
treads .

'

In place of functionless verticalrisers
,

fit pull-out
drawersthatmakegreatstorageforshoes

,'

hesays . This is

easiest if you' re workingwith
a newfeature

,

butcanalsobe
fittedoncethestaircase hasbeeninstalled.

Thereareotheroptions foraddingstorage to anexisting
staircase

.
If youhavewidetreads

,

consider installing a
wall

of

shallowbookshelves
; youneedbetween15-20cm of depthfor

standardpaperbacks . Ororganise thevoidunderneaththestairs

intocompartments ;

commission a carpenter to comeupwith a

bespoke design .
Pull-outpanelsaretheoptimum in efficiency

andDeribaFurniture
(

02089932866
;

deriba.co.uk
) produces a

range of pull-outunitsthatholdup to 200kg in weightandcan
becustomised to

includecoatcupboards or larder-style shelving.

DEADSPACE
Homesarepackedwithwastedspacethatcanbetransformed

intostorage . Theseincludeunderfloors
,

aroundbathsand

leftTheclientwas
keen to workwith
theoriginalfeatures
of

thebuilding ,

socommissioned
StudioOctopi to

designshelving
within itsframe

rightArchitect
MarkDysondid
themajority

of

theworkhimself,

commissioninga

localcarpenter to

designthedrawers
to hisspecification

doorframes . Thequality of thedesign of storagemakes
a huge

difference in
a

smallhouse
,' saysSophieGoldhill of Liddicoat

Goldhill
(

02073800977
; liddicoatgoldhill.com )

. Yousawtheir
two-bedroom house a fewmonthsago in

GDM'
s

December

issue
;

GoldhillandhusbandDavidLiddicoatdesignedstorage
intoeveryavailable inch . Thesuper-tinydownstairsWC just
890mmwide holdsthewashingmachine in

a cupboard
behindthetoilet

. Theyalsoleftoutsomebricksonthe
left-handwall to makeroomfor a sinkandtoilet-rollholder.

STRUCTURALSOLUTIONS
Theprincipal placethatgetsforgotten is in

between studwalls
,'

saysDyson .
There'

s at
least10cm of depth in

a studwall
,

and
it

caneasilybeopenedupandfittedwithshallowshelves . Dyson
recommends using a studwall in

thekitchen
to storeslim

containers .
In a bathroom

,

studwallsareusuallyabout20cm
thick to allowfordrainage ,

so a recessedcabinet is another

space-saving solution
.
MDF is suitableforliningstudwalls

,

but

Dysonsuggestsusing a
solid laminatesheetsuchasTrespa or

blockboardfortheshelves
,

asthey' re moreresistant to sagging.
ArchitectChrisRomer-Lee of StudioOctopi (

0207633
0003

; octopi.co.uk )

refurbished
a Victorianhomebyexposing

theframe to createspacefor a collection of designobjects
( pictured above

)

.

' Westrippedback layers of house
to exposethe

timberstudwork
,

whichsetoutwheretheshelveswouldsit
,'

explainsRomer-Lee . He insertedgrey-paintedMDFboxes into
theholes

.

' Theirsimplespecmeans theydonottakeawayfrom
thegrandeur of thestructure

,'

hesays . Romer-Leerecommends

alwaysconsultinganengineerforthiskind of workasyouare

workingwiththebones of thebuilding . Findanengineer.com
willhelpyoufind a charteredstructural engineer in yourarea .
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aboveThisdining
tablefoldsup to

provideextra

livingspace.
Thestools in

thismodular

lacqueredMDF
unit

, byarchitect
RobGregory at

aroundk6,000 ,

are
storedunderneath

hi Veryshort
of

square metreage ,

architectsLiddicoat
andGoldhill
usedthevoid
under thestairs

,

whichbackson
to thedownstairs
WC

,

to
house the

washingmachine
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