
Don' t try to cramtoo
muchintoyourspace'

HugoTugman ( Tugman.co.uk )
,

founderof ArchitectYourHome
andMD of TugmanArchitects

& Designers , giveshistipson
convertingyourspace :

`Severalfactorsneed to combine for a

successful loftspace . Layout , daylight ,

orientation
,

structure
,

headroom
andstaircaseareallimportant it' s

nousegettingonlyoneright . Forexample , youcanwork
out a layoutfor a newbedroomandlanding . However

,

when
youfigureouthowthestairswillarriveonthefloorbelow

,

it

doesnotwork . Youthenchangethepositiondownstairsand
it ruinsthearrangement above.

`Someloftsarenotworthconverting , usuallybecause
there is notenoughheight . It is rareforplanningauthorities

to letyouraisetheridgeheight of a roof. WhiletheBuilding
Regulationshavenominimumceilingheight , theyrequire a

minimum of twometres of headroomover a staircase . In some
loftswithrestrictedheight ,

thetopof thestairsoftentakeup
thebestspace , leavingtheroomyou' re trying to convertas
anawkwardspace . Thebestway to getadditionalheight is to

considerloweringtheceilings of theroomsbelow.
`Don' t tryto cramtoomuch in . Often a loft is compromised

becausepeopletry to shoehorntwobedroomsand a

bathroom in . Beware : plansforloftscanmakethemlook
biggerthantheyreallywillbeastheyshowthewholefloor
spaceanddon' t indicatetheareasunderlowparts of a

slopingceilingthatareunuseableasaccommodation
,

thoughtheselowareasdoaffordgreatstorageopportunities.
A commonmistake is to thinkaboutthecost of themain

movesandignorethesum
of allthesmallerbits . A lot

of

companiesgive a priceforthe '

shell
' astheshellrepresents

50percentof thecost butallthewiring , heating ,

basins
,

tilingandsoonwilladdup if you' re notcareful.'
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